
World Music 
In The Schools

The World Music in the Schools program is funded in 
part by the National Endowment for the Arts and the 
California Arts Council.

Our World Music in the Schools program promotes awareness, 
skills, and knowledge of the many rich performing arts 
traditions of the world through interactive assemblies and one-
time programs featuring participatory music, dance, and 
singing in TK–12 San Diego area schools.

Assemblies and workshops are tailored to fit your schedule, 
resources, and goals, and can be arranged by class or for the 
entire school. Consider a world music performance to support 
your school's Heritage Month programs.

A World Music assembly will teach your students:
• How to listen, observe, and participate
• How to understand concepts and skills in 

rhythm and melody
• How to value their own cultural heritage and that 

of others

Students will also gain knowledge of:
• World geography and history
• Specific world cultures, languages, and traditions

Student-Interactive Assemblies & Workshops

Selected Ensembles & Presenters Available:
Clinton Davis: Roots of American Music
Multi-instrumentalist Clinton Davis performs on both banjo and fiddle, often 
with musical guests. The program tracks the development of the banjo from its 
African roots and studies how the music of Appalachia became a distinctly 
American art form. He shares stories of the people who brought these 
instruments to America, illuminating the musical ideas that traveled with them.

Kembang Sunda: Sundanese Gamelan
Kembang Sunda is a Sundanese gamelan ensemble specializing in traditional 
music from West Java, Indonesia. Gamelan, an orchestra filled with gongs, 
drums, and other instruments,  traditionally plays in a ceremonial setting and is 
popular for its entrancing rhythms. 

Máirtín de Cógáin: Irish Music & Storytelling
Máirtín de Cógáin offers a high energy extravaganza of Irish music and 
storytelling. With his bodhrán (drum) in hand, accompanied by musical guests, 
he will get students dancing the céilí dances (Irish social dances) he learned in 
his kitchen as a boy.

Nomsa & Friends: South African Music & Dance
Nomsa Burkhardt shares South African folk, freedom, and original songs sung 
in several South African languages to pulsating rhythms. This program offers 
exposure to African culture, call and response singing, and movement 
activities such as body percussion and traditional and contemporary dances.

DO RE TREE with Claudia Lyra: Brazilian rhythms, storytelling, and Capoeira
Claudia Lyra brings a captivating interactive performance of traditional 
children’s folktales from Brazil. She incorporates dynamic elements such as 
songs in Portuguese, body music and rhythms, creative movement, and 
Capoeira, the Brazilian martial art form. 
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Healiʻi Family: Hawaiian & Polynesian Music, Dance, and Culture 
Siblings Anthony, James, and Edie Heali'i Stanley perform individually or as a 
goup to bring island culture alive in an engaging assembly that features ukulele, 
singing, drumming and traditional dance. The students are actively involved in 
learning Hawaiian phrases, hula dancing, and singing along to well-known songs.

Ali Paris: A journey into Middle Eastern Music
Ali Paris is an internationally acclaimed musician and master of the Middle 
Eastern qanun (zither). Students will learn to sing along to songs in the Arabic 
language, identify unique qualities of Middle Eastern music, while exploring the 
geography and traditions of these countries. 

Omo Aché: Afro-Cuban Rhythms and Dance with Juan Carlos Blanco 
This dazzling ensemble will immerse students in Afro-Cuban rhythms and visually 
captivate them with stunning dance, colorful costumes, and catchy rhythms. 
Students will participate in call-and-response phrases in Spanish as well as musical 
rhythms. 

Yale Strom: Klezmer, Yiddish, & Sephardic Music & Culture
Yale Strom and his musical partners present high-energy songs from Jewish 
cultures of Eastern Europe, Spain, Morocco and the Middle East. Students learn 
about history, culture, and music, while clapping rhythms and joining on  
humorous songs. The ensemble, Hot Pstromi, can be presented in various 
configurations, depending on the program needs.

Lakshmi “LaChimi” Basile: Spanish Flamenco Dance 
Music and motion become one through Lakshmi Basile’s energetic dancing as the 
live ensemble adds guitar, singing, and hand-clapping. Students learn the history 
and culture of Flamenco, and several volunteers will join Lakshmi on stage.

Cajuína: Brazilian Rhythm Adventure
Stefanie Schmitz will lead students on a journey through Brazil with high-energy 
interactive songs in Portuguese, fun traditional dances, and infectious rhythms 
accompanied by her Brazilian band Cajuína. This assembly can range from a solo 
presentation up to a full band with Carnaval dancers. 

Pakaraguian Kulintang: Music & Dance from the Southern Philippines 
Students will experience a live presentation of traditional kulintang (gong) music 
with dance from the southern Philippines. Each piece weaves a story highlighting 
various performing arts from the islands located between Asia and the Pacific. 

World Music DJ 
Our World Music DJ has become popular at multi-cultural fairs and festivals, 
bringing fun and lively music to enhance the event. 

Musical Instrument Petting Zoo
The Petting Zoo gives students a hands-on musical experience that is sure to spark 
an interest in the world of music.

BOOKING & INFORMATION: 
Hannes Kling
Schools Program Assistant Director
hannes@centerforworldmusic.org
858-230-0656

Please visit centerforworldmusic.org to learn about additional assembly performers 
or other programs offered by the Center for World Music
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